
http://www.insidebayarea.com/fdcp?1212151905725

1 of 2 5/30/2008 8:51 AM

  

Advertisement

 
City rally for Measure K support 
Community groups in Union 
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dentist. 
become a writer, another a pastry chef, a third a 
podium and announced their dreams. One wanted to 
UNION CITY — One by one, the children walked to a 

 
sure these children and youth reach their dreams?" 
Violence Prevention Coalition. "Do we want to make 
youth," said Karen Yifru, a member of the Youth 
"It's amazing to hear the dreams of Union City 

 
"Yes!" the audience shouted in unison. 

 
Tuesday's ballot. 
urge city residents to vote "yes" for Measure K on 
attended a coalition rally Wednesday evening to 
as Union City City Councilman Richard Valle — 
Renewal and Filipinos for Affirmative Action, as well 
representatives from Congregations Organizing for 
Members of the coalition — along with 

 
per year. 
Most would see increases of between $75 and $85 
businesses and residents for the next 20 years. 
would almost double the current bills for both 
The measure calls for a new parcel tax, one that 

 
outreach programs and workers. 
counseling, data and crime analysis and street 
intervention programs, including intervention 
emergency preparedness and youth and family 
and fire departments. But it would also help fund 
If passed, the tax would continue to fund the police 

the fire and police departments.
million to $2.6 million a year since 2004, funding 
The public safety parcel tax has raised about $2.3 

oppose 
youth and family programs. However, residents who 
The city could divert at least $500,000 a year to the 

homes.
could possibly price some people out of their 
would hurt the pocketbooks of many residents and 

the tax believe the duration is too long , 

which is the vote on Measure K," Valle said.
"We have just one more weekend before Tuesday, 

about the usefulness of Measure K, he said.
It's going to take hard work to get the word out 

violence," Valle said.
share with our kids to prevent and stop the 
"Hopefully we'll have a lifetime worth of money to 

last-minute effort to gain support for the measure.
Garcia Park on Decoto Road and Seventh Street in a 
organization members and students rallied at Shorty 
About 30 participants, including parents, 

'yes!' on Measure K," Yifru said.
"We are here to today to say 'yes' to our kids ."‰."‰. 

came up and her family was lucky, Castro said.
school for a band party that day, but something 
Middle School. Her daughter was supposed to be at 
Eddins was fatally shot in front of Barnard-White 
day several months ago when 14-year-old Vernon 
resident of Union City for 31 years, remembered the 
Delia Castro, a mother of three daughters and a 

their kids not being safe."
our streets. I don't want other moms to worry about 
don't want another kid in our community to die in 
"Mine wasn't there, but I feel their pain and it hurts. I 
"I feel for the family that lost their son," she said. 



http://www.insidebayarea.com/fdcp?1212151905725

2 of 2 5/30/2008 8:51 AM

  

Advertisement

for The Argus. He can be reached at 
Staff writer Jamaal Johnson covers Union City 

7003
510-353-

 or e-mailed at 
jajohnson@bayareanewsgroup.com .


